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Synopsis 

Yoshida, Hajime (7-18, Kagota 2-Chome, Yamagata, Yamagata 990, Japan) : 
A new species of the genus Achaearanea (Araneae: Theridiidae) from Japan. 
Acta arachnol., 32: 37-42 (1983). 

A new spider belonging to the family Theridiidae is described from Japan, 
under the name of Achaearanea nipponica. A list of the Japanese species of the 
genus Achaearanea is also given. Four species of the genus Theridion, T. culici- 
vorum Bosenberg et Strand, T. ferrumequinum Bosenberg et Strand, T. 
japonicum Bosenberg et Strand and T. kompirense Bosenberg et Strand, are 
transferred to the genus Achaearanea. 
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Achaearanea nipponica n. sp. 

if* k ^ (fffW 
(Figs. 1-5) 

Female (Holotype). Total length 5.4 mm. Carapace length 1.68 mm; width 
1.53mm. Abdomen length 3.68 mm; width 3.52 mm; hight 3.68 mm. 
Measurements of legs are as follows (mm): 
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2.21 
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Eyes almost equal in size. Anterior and posterior medians their diameter 
apart. Laterals almost touching with each other, on small tubercles. Clypeus 
concave. Carapace suboval with a median transverse depression. Sternum 
triangular. Leg formula 1423. Genital organ shown in Fig. 5: Seminal recep¬ 
tacles dark brown; ducts form additional seminal receptacles. 

Carapace blackish brown. Chelicerae yellowish brown with dark stripes. 



Figs. 1-5. Achaearanea nipponica n. sp. 1. Female, dorsal view. 2. Male, 
dorsal view. 3. Male palpus, ventral view. 4. Female epigynum, ventral 
view. 5. Female genitalia, dorsal view, (photo: Chikuni). 
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Maxillae and labium dark brown with pale apically. Sternum blackish brown 
with anterior median light area. Abdomen blackish brown with pale patches; 
anterior half with longitudinal stripes and posterior half with transverse bands 
as in Fig. 1. Legs pale yellow, marked as follows: Femora pale, with a distal 
dark band, and with first and second ones a longitudinal dark stripe; patellae 
dark; tibiae pale, with distal and central dark bands; metatarsi pale, dark dis- 
tally; tarsi pale. 

Male (Paratype I). Essentially similar to the female, but differs in the follow¬ 
ing characteristics : Total length 3 mm. Carapace length 1.42 mm ; width 1.32 mm. 
Abdomen length 1.58 mm; width 1.58 mm; hight 2.11mm. 

Measurements of legs are as follows (mm): 
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Anterior median eyes larger than others, two-thirds their diameter apart. 
Abdomen higher than long or wide. Leg formula 1243. Carapace dark brown. 
Abdomen dark brown with pale patches as in Fig. 2. Legs brown : In third and 
fourth legs, tibiae and metatarsi dark distally. Palpal organ shown in Fig. 3. 

Variation . Female: Total length 3.5 to 5.4mm. Carapace length 1.3 to 
1.7 mm. Abdomen length 2.3 to 3.7 mm. Basal color blackish brown to brown. 

Male : Total length 2.9 to 3.1 mm. Carapace length 1.3 to 1.4 mm. Abdomen 
length 1.5 to 1.7 mm. Basal color blackish brown to brown. 

Type material. Holotype : 9> Mt. Sakazuki-yama, Yamagata, Yamagata Pre¬ 
fecture, 4-VII-1982, H. Yoshida, (in the collection of the Arachnological Society 
of East Asia). Paratype 1: 5, same data as holotype. Other paratypes: 1 $, 
same data as holotype; 2$, 2 8, Nishi-zao, Yamagata, 3-VIII-1976, H. Yoshida; 
3$, same locality, 24-VII-1978, H. Yoshida; 1$, Niiyama, Yamagata, 13-VII- 
1972, H. Yoshida; 1?, Zao-onsen, Yamagata, ll-VIII-1976, H. Yoshida. 

Other material examined. 49, Tashiro-toge, Mogami, Yamagata Pref., 27- 
VII-1981, H. Yoshida; 7 9, 18, Iwahara, Horigane, Nagano Pref., 7-VII-1971, 
Y. Chikuni; 39, IS, Odanoike, Yufuin, Oita Pref., 14-VI-1981, N. Kikuya. 

Distribution. Japan (Honshu and Kyushu). 

Remarks. This species is similar to A. angulithorax (Bosenberg et Strand, 
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1906) and A. culicivorum (Bosenberg et Strand, 1906) in coloration of the 
abdomen, but distinguished from them by the female genitalia with large ducts 
and by the male palpus with a thick and sharp conductor. The female makes a 
long tubular retreat (its entrance opens downwards) which is covered with pieces 
of twig, grass, stone or earth. 
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7. A. ferrumequina (Bosenberg et Strand, 1906) n. comb. 
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8. A. japonica (Bosenberg et Strand, 1906) n. comb. 
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